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Our Club Ac t iv i t ies fo r  t he  2009 Season                       
 
   Oct.  17th.                 Michiana Brits Annual Fall Color Dr ive                                   

                       
 
Clubs Web Si t e   -  www.michianabr its.com.   
 
Mem ber ship  Dues – Mic h iana Br i t s  
 
The Michiana Brits, Ltd. British Car Enthusiasts annual membership dues are $22.00 payable by March 31st  
each year and should be sent to our V.P. Membership  (Kai Shepherd. 59281 High Point Dr., South Bend, IN 
46614).    Dues for NAMGBR members are $17.00.   
 
Mem ber ship  Dues – NAMGBR Mem bers  
     
Members are advised that all Michiana Brits activities are covered by the North American MGB Register  
general liability policy, as long as there are at least eight of our club members that are paid-up NAMGBR  
members.    
 
Current NAMGBR members are reminded to renew their annual membership dues of the NAMGBR on the 
anniversary month when you originally joined the NAMGBR.   
 
Your membership number and anniversary date is printed on your NAMBR magazine address label, but if in 
doubt, please note that Bob Kerstetter, our club’s NAMGBR liaison contact, has your anniversary month when  
you originally joined the NAMGBR.   
 
‘Br i t ish Marque’ Car  Club New s 
 
 If you are not receiving this publication, please advise Kai Shepherd at (574) 233-6967. 
 
New slet t er  Subm iss ions   
 
This is the Newsletter of the Michiana Brits Car Club and is distributed to all paid members as part of their  
dues.  If you would like to submit articles for publication, the deadline is the 25th of each month.   Send all 
correspondence, (electronic submissions are preferable), to the Newsletter Editor , at  maurice116@att.net or  
bring it to a General Meeting.   Material is subject to editorial revision and opinions expressed are those of the  
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the © 2009 Michiana Brits, Ltd., British Car Enthusiasts. 
 
Tr easur ers  Repor t      
 
 The currently balance in the Club’s Bank account is        $    284.19   
 The Club also has a CD for the amount of $ 2,500.00 that matures on May 7, 2010. 
 
New  Mem ber s     
 
No new members this month to report.   

www.michianabrits.com
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We Have a Venue for  Our  2009 Chr is t m as/Hanuk k ah Par t y on Dec . 5 t h  

                
 
Robert and Rosemary Eaise have graciously offered their home in LaPorte to host this year’s Party.   
Further details will follow in next month’s Newsletter. 
  
     
Ac t i v i t ies Repor t s 
 
Genera l  Meet ing  a t  Ri ver  Inn , Br is t o l , IN – Sept em ber 24 t h , 2009. 
This general meeting/dinner was in downtown Bristol, Indiana, and 23 members enjoyed our return visit to 
this restaurant.  The menu items were reasonably priced, but we had to wait a long time for the food to be 
served.     
 
Larry ran the General Meeting, reporting on the following items: 
 

·  Larry gave us a mini report of our 4 day Fall Trip along Route 66 to Springfield, Illinois.  All 9 cars 
that went on this 800 mile drive arrived back home safely on Sept. 20th.  A full report by Keith 
Wishmeier is included in this Newsletter, and photos will be included on our Club’s website. 

·  David Piser, reported that the current balance of our Club’s bank account was $284.19, that is in 
addition to the $ 2,500.00 investment CD that matures in May 7th. 2010. 

·  To comply with the Club’s Federal Tax exempt status, our Club’s Bylaws will need to be amended.  
The Board will be working on these new amendments at the October Board Meeting. When all 
amendments have been agreed, a copy of the new amended  Bylaws will be distributed to all members. 

·  The Board will also be working on changes to the Car Classes for next year’s Car Show.    
·  Larry filed an application for the Indiana Exemption from sales tax.       
·  Ballot Forms for the three new Board members that were sent out to members, should be completed 

and emailed to Larry by October 22nd, or may be passed to Larry at the next General/Dinner 
Meeting on October 22nd. 

  

BRITISH CAR OPEN FIELD DAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH   

at  The Lem on Creek  Winery   

Members met at the “JD’s”  Gas Station at the US 12 interchange of the 31 Bypass, and some had 
breakfast. We all left around 9:45am and caravanned onto the Show.  The weather was ideal with a 
pleasant drive through Berrien Springs , then the pretty drive along the St. Joseph River with trees arching 
over the road.  Along the route we saw some brilliant red leaves in the trees reminding us that fall was 
around the corner.    
 
Michiana Brits were well represented at the show with 23 members in attendance. 
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Congratulations to Loran and Marna Prine on their Triumph TR3A that was awarded the  

 
BEST CAR AT THE SHOW 

   Tr iu m p h  TR3 A  

 
Everyone had a great day at this Show with visitors dancing to a group playing oldies music, great weather, 
fresh produce on sale, and of course the tasting of the Lemon Creek wines. 
 
I think you will agree that the $ 25.00 that was charged for the car registration was a great deal, since it 
included the following: 
 Car Entry.  

Sample bottle of Wine.  
2 Lunches.  
2 Wine glasses and 5 Wine tastings to each glass. 

    
 

Our Clubs Annua l  Fa l l  Co lor  Dr ive  on Oc t ober  17 t h. 
 
Come out and enjoy the colors of Southwestern Michigan on a one day drive.  The tour will start at 10:00 am 
from Randy and Bev Glanders' house, at 28614 C.R. 16, Elkhart, IN 46515, Tel.# (574) 294-8950. 
 
The morning drive is scheduled to be for 2 1/2 hours to finish up at the Fisher Lake Inn in Mendon, MI for 
lunch.  The drive after lunch will be for approximately 3 hours, that will finish up back at the Glanders for a 
carry-in pot-luck dinner.  Members may leave their carry-in pot-luck dinner in Randy and Bev’s refrigerator 
when they arrive in the morning to start the drive.  For further information call Randy at (574) 294-8950. 
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2009 MICHIANA BRITS FALL TRIP - RT. 66 TO SPRINGFIELD AND BEYOND 
 

      Report  by Keith Wishmeier, Fearless Leader: 
 
The brave drivers and their cars: 
 
Keith & Mary Wishmeier  1984 Mercedes 190E 
Randy & Bev Glanders  1974 Triumph Spitfire 
Roger & Ruth Deacon 2006 Mini 
Larry & Deb Palguta  1972 MGB 
Kai & Michele Shepherd  1974 Triumph TR-6 
Jim & Kim Betz   1964 MGB 
Ken Bransky & Renie    ???? MGB 
Paul & Janet Dillon   1973 Triumph Stag 
Chuck & Blanche Knight  1966 MGB 
 
We all met on Thursday September 17 at Jennie Rae’s Restaurant at the corner of Rt. 2 and Rt. 20 at 7:30 
am for breakfast and great homemade jam.  We were on our way before 9:00 am down Rt. 2 through 
LaPorte, then Valparaiso where we picked up US 30 to Joliet, Illinois. 
 
We gathered at the Route 66 Welcome Center near the corner of US 30 and Route 66 in Joliet.  Using our 
trip packets (created by Fearless Leader) consisting of a Route 66 Illinois map, 37 pages of turn-by-turn 
instructions retrieved from the internet (sorta like Tea at the Vicarage but without the crazy questions), 
street maps of Springfield, Illinois, our primary destination and a standard AAA map of Illinois and 
Indiana just in case someone found themselves lost, we headed off down Old Route 66. 
 
In Wilmington we stopped at the Launching Pad drive-in for a photo-op at the Gemini Giant.  Our first 
lunch was at the Polk-a-Dot drive-in in Braidwood where Jake and Elwood were dancing outside of the 
restaurant.  I think we saw the historic two cell two story jailhouse in Gardner, not sure. 
 
We mostly tried to follow the older 2-lane routing of Route 66.  Much of the route follows the frontage 
roads that parallel the I-55 Interstate. There were many twists and turns crossing back and forth across I-
55.  Route 66 has been re-routed at least three times.  The first routing from 1926 to 1930, the second from 
1930 to 1940, the third routing from 1940 to the closing of 66 in 1977. This created most of our challenges 
as often the route was not clearly marked.  We passed through many of the often missed small towns to 
find the old historic Route 66 points of interest. 
 
In Dwight we passed the Ambler-Becker Texaco and the Marathon Oil Stations.  In Odell the old Standard 
Oil Station, which operated from 1932 to 1975, where we inspected a tiny 1953 Winnebago camping 
trailer.  Atlanta featured beautiful wall murals and the Bunyon Giant where Ken Bransky was 
photographed standing on Bunyon’s foot!  In Lincoln we saw a phone booth on top of the City Hall, then 
the Mill Restaurant with broken windmill blades and apparently under perpetual restoration (still closed).  
We tried to find a dead-end alignment between the Old Union Cemetery and the Holy Cross Cemetery.  
There used to be a bridge carrying Route 66 across Salt Creek.  Really messed up here and only found the 
cemeteries and a locked and rusty gate. 
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Finally about 6:30 pm we arrived at our lodgings, the Route 66 Motel and Conference Center in 
Springfield, Illinois. After settling in with one old 5-speed manual transmission Mercedes Benz 190 and 
eight Little British Cars of various ages we were off to dinner at a local pub-like BBQ restaurant, selected 
by Mary, of course.  A bit of a note here.  Mary and I were driving the Benz, our Spitfire engine having 
exploded a piston and twisted a connecting rod twelve hours before the start of the trip.  
 
Springfield, the destination also chosen by Mary, was the main goal of the trip.  What a great city for all 
things Abraham Lincoln.  After breakfast on Friday we all drove into downtown Springfield, parked in the 
underground garage and split into several groups to see the sites, and great sites they were.  We had an 
hour plus guided tour of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Dana House, observing pure Wright architecture and 
learning the story of the Dana family.  Then lunch downtown (always eating!).  Then the new Lincoln 
Museum.  We needed more time than available as it would take several days to do this outstanding 
museum justice.  The Lincoln Museum is a must see. Randy and I visited Bill Shea’s Gas Station Museum 
(closed).  Many of us also visited Lincoln’s office, Lincoln’s home, Lincoln’s tomb and the Old State 
Capital.  At least another full day in Springfield would have been great.  
 
On Saturday after breakfast all but Paul and Janet (a bit of car trouble) headed down Route 66 to St. Louis.  
From here on the Route 66 signs became very confusing.  We started out on the 1930's route, some of it 4-
lane.  But often we could see very old original segments of 66 off to the side with piles of dirt heaped up to 
keep us from driving on them. (There was a bit of cheating here!)  Much of this part of the trip was also 
driven on frontage roads.   
 
Where do you find a steamboat on a lake in the middle of Illinois farm country?  In Raymond, Illinois, of 
course, at an independent Holiday Inn.  Litchfield, Illinois found the Sky-View Drive-In Theater, the 
Ariston Café and the Route 66 Café.  In Mt. Olive we checked out the Old Soulsby Shell Station with gas 
at 33.9 cents per gallon! 
 
Just before Hamel the group split up with six LBC’s getting on I-55 and heading to Kai Shepherd’s 
brother-in-law’s place to visit and see his awesome car collection. The Glanders and Wishmeiers continued 
on Old 66 heading to the Chain-of-Rocks Bridge over the Mississippi River.  For the four of us this was the 
best road of the trip with hills and curves and beautiful scenery.  For several hours we followed this Route 
66 segment catching all of the original, some abandoned, Route 66 sections.  We crossed the Chain-of-
Rocks Canal, created to bypass the chain-of-rocks rapids in the Mississippi, and drove onto Chouteau 
Island.  Then on to the Chain-of-lakes Bridge over the Mississippi.  We walked the one mile crossing, no 
cars allowed, past the bend in the middle of the bridge and on into St. Louis, Missouri. 
 
On our drive back to Springfield along Route 4 (Old 66), the mad group of 6 flew past, only to see us 
driving across a CLOSED Route 66 bridge! 
 
On Sunday we all packed up, celebrated breakfast at Sgt. Pepper’s, then drove off along side railroad tracks 
on Routes 54 and 24 in Illinois and 421 in Indiana, and back home driving our own personal routes.  The 
Dillon’s Stag was giving them some running problems, but they made it home.  Ken and Renie’s MGB 
seemed to need a lot of oil.  Chuck and Blanche occasionally drove like they were in a rally, getting lost 
once in Springfield.  But we all made it home and have now completed the first of eight legs of Old Route 
66. 
 
Below is a few of the many photos that was taken on this trip: 
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                    The Travelers Group                           Keith & Mary on the Old Chain of Rocks Bridge 
 

                  
             The Old Chain of Rocks Bridge                       The Lincoln-Herndon Law Offices   
 

               
   The Dana House – Frank Lloyd Wright’s                                      The Lincoln tomb 
    First prairie style homes – built 1902-4 
  
  
In every month’s Newsletter, I will include a topic that I hope you will find  
useful in connection with the maintenance and enjoyment of our cars.   

So t his  m ont h t he  t opic  is :   LED Headl ight s                
    

 Are incandescent headlights on their way out?  They have lit the road ahead for almost a century, but 
interest in incandescence, or light made with heat by pushing currant through a thin filament is going cold.   
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The common incandescent halogen bulb shines by electrifying and superheating a tungsten filament sealed 
in halogen gas.  Less than 5% of the power consumed results in light, the rest is heat that is wasted.  The 
ratio is somewhat better with HID (high-intensity-discharge) headlights, where instead of passing over a 
solid filament, the current arcs between two filaments through a cloud of light-amplifying xenon gas.   
 
Instead of incandescent, an LED is electroluminescent.  Light is produced by electrifying a material, in this 
case a silicon chip which is treated to be a diode, or a conductor through which electrons flow only one 
way.  Varying the voltage to both sides of the diode excites the electrons, and their movement creates 
photons, or light.   
 
Recent improvements to silicon chips in recent years, has resulted in the LED output being whiter and also 
brighter than earlier years when they were originally developed.  Driving down the road today, one will 
notice that the car in front of you may have very bright rear lights – yes! they are LED rear lights.  One 
European car manufacturer is introducing LED headlights on their 2010 models, however, you will need to 
pay about $5,000 for the set.  This high cost will come down as more automakers introduces the LED 
headlights to their models.    
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