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General  Meet ings  
           

June 10, 2010     6:30pm              River Inn                         (574) 848-7438 
               304 E. Vistula (which is State Road 120), Bristol, IN46507  
July 22, 2010     6:30pm               Location to be advised 
      
 

Our Club Ac t iv i t ies fo r  t he  2010 Season                       
                                                                   

   June 26          Pre-Car  Show Club Dinner  at the ‘Legends Restaurant’  Notre Dame at 6:30pm 
                                       Members wishing to attend call Larry or Maur ice for  reservations.   
       

June 27           23rd Annual M ichiana British Car Show at Saint Mary’s College, South Bend.  
 

                                                                            
                                  

                               The featured marque for this show is the Triumph TR6         
 

   July 25         18th  Annual Michiana Brits Tea at the Vicarage at Howe, Indiana. 
               
  
Sept 23 - 26.         Fall Tour to Switzer land County, Indiana                                         Details to follow 
 

Ot her  Club/Organ iza t ions Ac t iv i t ies fo r  t he  2010 Season       
 

      June 6          “ The Br itish Retur n to Fort Meigs”  Br itish Car and Bike Show. 
                         Located at the Fort Meigs Historical Site, Route 65, Perrysburg, Ohio.  
                        Contact: Tony Shoviak. Phone: 419-878-2041. Email:Tenntony@worldnet.att.net.                         
 
 July 10 -11            The Mad Dogs &  Englishman British Auto Fair  XX     (Featured Marque is the Jaguar) 
                                  Location: Gilmore Car Museum, Hickory Corners, Michigan 
                                  Show registration applications available at www.maddogsandenglisman.org.  

          
  July 23, 24 &  25        Wabash Valley Spit Together 

                                                         More details on this Clubs event: http://www.wvbscc.org/nass/wvst/ 
 
September 11           Lemon Creek Br itish Car Open Field Day 
                                   Berrien Springs, MI                                                                             Details to follow 
 
October  2                 Nor thern I ndiana Lakes British Car Club 4th Annual “ Fall Out”  Car Show 
                                  Village at Winona, Winona Lake, Indiana.                                          Details to follow 

www.maddogsandenglisman.org
http://www.wvbscc.org/nass/wvst/
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Club’s  Web Si t e    -   www.michianabr its.com.                                                    
                                                                                   
Mem ber ship  Dues – M ic h iana  Br i t s  Annua l  Mem ber s  
 
The Michiana Brits, Ltd. British Car Enthusiasts membership dues for Annual Members is $25.00.  
Michiana Brits Annual Members, who are also NAMGBR members, their membership dues will be $15.00.   
 
All dues are payable by March 31st each year and should be sent to Kai Shepherd our V.P.of Membership  
at 59281 High Point Dr., South Bend, IN 46614 or passed to Kai at any Club meeting prior to March 31st.    
   
New  Mem ber s  
The Club extends a welcome to the following new membership: 
 
                  Alan and Linda Bigger of South Bend, who own a 1998 Jaguar XJ8L 
 
Mem ber ship  Dues – NAMGBR Mem bers  
 
As a Chapter of NAMGBR, the Michiana Brits encourage all of our members who own a MGB, MGBGT, 
Midget, or MG1100/1300 to seriously consider joining the North American MGB Register. We think you 
will find being a member of the "Register" will be interesting and beneficial to you as well as to our club. 
     
Members are advised that all Michiana Brits activities are covered by the North American MGB Register  
General Liability Policy, as long as there are at least eight of our club members that are paid-up NAMGBR  
members.    
 
Current NAMGBR members are reminded to renew their annual membership dues of the NAMGBR on the 
anniversary month when you originally joined the NAMGBR.  This information is pr inted on the left hand 
corner  of the address label of the NAMBR magazine that is mailed to you.  If in doubt on this information, 
contact Bob Kerstetter, our club’s NAMGBR liaison contact, who has your anniversary month that you 
originally joined the NAMGBR.   
 
‘Br i t ish Marque’ Car  Club  New s 
 
 If you are not receiving this publication, please advise Kai Shepherd at (574) 233-6967. 
 
New slet t er  Subm iss ions   
 
This is the Newsletter of the Michiana Brits, Ltd., Car Club and is distributed to all paid Annual Members as  
part of their dues.  If you would like to submit articles for publication, that are most welcome, the deadline is  
the 25th of each month.   Send all correspondence, (electronic submissions are preferable), to the Newsletter  
Editor , at maurice116@att.net or bring it to a General Meeting.    
 
Material is subject to editorial revision and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily  
reflect those of the © 2010 Michiana Brits, Ltd., British Car Enthusiasts. 
 

 
 

www.michianabrits.com
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Who c an nam e t h is Car? 
 

                          
 
Were you able to name this car that appeared in last month’s Newsletter?   
 
Well, the car is a Sunbeam Talbot 90 Mk III that was introduced in 1954 and production was ceased in 1957.    
The vehicle proved itself to be a very effective rally vehicle and competed in and won numerous international 
rallies, most notable was winning outright the 1955 Monte Carlo Rally. 

 
Ac t iv i t ies  Report s  

BRITS’ Wabash Count y Spr ing  Dr ive  - May 15 t h . 2010             
(Trip report by Larry Palguta) 

 
On a cool sunny day, twenty members in 11 cars met for breakfast at the Hilltop Restaurant in 

Lakeville.  Fearless Leader (Keith Wishmeier) continued his dubious streak of driving non-British iron 
when he and Mary showed up in their Jeep.  After an over-the-winter rebuild of his engine and solving a 
fuel problem just days before the drive, he discovered a speed-related violent vibration in the rear end (the 
car’s, not his).  Ready to drive were an MGA (Terhune), 4 MGBs (Gushwa, Kerstetter, Palguta, Piser), a 
TR6 (Shepherd), an Arkley/Midget (Dillon), Mini Cooper (Deacon), Spitfire (Glanders), a BMW Z-3 
(Dieringer), and the Jeep (Wishmeier).  The club filled up on sumptuous breakfasts which included that 
local favorite - mush. If you haven’ t been on a Brits’ drive, you should know that any restaurant that serves 
mush or smelt has a high probability of being selected as a stop by Fearless Leader.  Diametrically opposite 
was the President unknowingly ordering the Breakfast Sampler which had enough food for three 
breakfasts; he actually ended up “sampling”  his breakfast.  But the Hilltop is a good place for a pre-drive 
breakfast.    
 

At about 9 AM, the 11 cars crossed over US 31 and headed south on local roads.  Generally straight 
and smooth was the driving, although there were occasionally a few pot holes that had to be avoided.  We 
circled Lake of the Woods near Bremen, zipped though Bourbon (some members on their CBs seemed to 
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be lusting for the liquid version) and Tippecanoe.  Just out of Tippecanoe came the first surprise of the day 
- the Shepherd’s TR6 was tail ending the caravan when the clutch slave cylinder seemed to fail.  Roger 
Deacon unraveled his towing strap and hooked it to the towing loop that he attaches to the back of his Mini 
Cooper.  When it comes to maintaining the club’s cars, Roger has it all covered - including emergency 
tows.  The TR6 got a small, actually “Mini” , tow to a safe corner at the IN 331/IN 25 junction, and AAA 
dispatched a tow truck from Warsaw.  With the Shepherds and their TR6 safely set up for a ride back to 
town, the club bid farewell for the day to Kai and Michele (but only temporarily, as it turned out).  The 
club headed west past Rochester and then down to Stockdale for a guided tour of the Stockdale Mill.  The 
Mill is quite a bit larger than the Bonnyville Mill in Elkhart County, and has all of the 4 water-driven 
turbines and milling equipment in working condition, which was demonstrated during the tour.  It even has 
a drive through, not for fast food but for horse-driven grain wagons to be lifted by their front wheel hubs so 
the grain is dumped into a below-floor grain delivery mechanism.  Three large floors of impressive 100+ 
year old equipment processed 20 tons of grain into 10 tons of floor each week.  Outside on display is an old 
French-made, segmented stone milling wheel dug up accidentally in the yard. Club members made 
individual contributions and the club contributed $50 to the Stockdale Mill Foundation that funds operation 
of the Mill.  Now under overcast skies, the club drove just a couple of miles to and through the 1877 
covered wooden bridge at Roann.  About 20 years ago, the bridge was burned down by a couple of 
historically challenged teenagers but the town rebuilt the bridge to its original glory.  Also little 
remembered from that period is an issue of the Sunday morning paper “Parade”  insert with a cover page 
picture of a man who ran the nation’s largest “chop shop”  operation in little Roann.   
 

The club then traveled down to Wabash where, surprisingly, virtually no downtown restaurants 
were seen, so we decided to do lunch in North Manchester as originally planned.  While circling downtown 
Wabash, a pickup truck driver next to Larry & Deb Palguta’s MGB said he had a 1966 MGB in storage 
down the street and asked if the club was going to park somewhere (he was disappointed by the news of 
our immediate departure for lunch).  We made one quick stop in the little burg of Lagro where the 
members wandered into someone’s backyard to see and be photographed at the remains of an original lock 
of the Wabash-Erie Canal.  Down the street was a lawn mower show/meet - the Sherriff’s car swung by 
twice and looked more like he was checking out our yard trespassing gang instead of the lawn mower 
event.  Heading north we went through Servia - virtually just a cross roads intersection with a U.S. Post 
Office in an old multi-color mobile home trailer.      
 

We drove side roads up to the covered wooden bridge adjacent the main street (IN 114) of North 
Manchester.  A popular sight - several south bound cars waited while our caravan of 10 drove through the 
1872 bridge.  We ate at the Main View Restaurant in the middle of town.  The Main View is more 
restaurant than tavern - the food was very good (excellent tomato bisque soup, onion rings, and sweet 
potato chips), not to mention the tall adult brews.  Being behind schedule by one car breakdown and a long 
tour, we decided to do antique shopping in Pierceton, so we drove past numerous well-kept turn of the 
century homes, the middle of Manchester College, and up IN 13 through Sidney to check out the “oldies”  
at Pierceton.  There are plenty of antique shops in Pierceton, which seem to be its main industry, along 
with a jewelry shop and a hand-made chocolates shop (pricey sweets but good).  Roger’s announcement 
that everyone had 5 minutes to shop fell on many deaf ears.  After about a half hour, we loaded up to head 
to Syracuse and its famed tavern under the gazebo.  Just across US 30, the Dillon’s Arkley/Midget stopped 
suddenly.  It started up after the gas cap was opened and gas began flowing through the fuel filter (plugged 
vent hole???).   By the time we reached Syracuse, 3 cars had departed for other Saturday evening activities 
and the remaining 14 members entered the gazebo and descended into a rather large restaurant/tavern.  
There is a long history to this underground establishment, too long to repeat here.  After a round of 
beverages of various brands, the club departed for home.  Three cars did stop to look at the old out-of-
service Baintertown Hydro Electric Station located in an Elkhart County Park.  

The club had a very enjoyable and interesting drive to the sights of Wabash County.  The Brits’ 
enjoyed the breakfast and lunch locations, nice cool weather, and got to see a lot of northern Indiana 
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country side and historical sights.  As usual, members and guests are encouraged to attend club drives; 
drive your British or non-British iron and join in the fun!       
 
Epilogue – Larry & Deb Palguta stopped at the Shepherd’s and Roger arrived to check out the TR6.  
Unfortunately, the diagnosis is a clutch/transmission problem which may keep their LBC on the sidelines 
for a period of time.   
 
 The following are a few photos on the Drive: 
 

                    
 
Stockdale Mill                                    Syracuse Gazebo 
 

                  
 

Lunch at Main View                                                             “On the Trail of Tears”  
 
You can see more photos on the Drive on our Club’s web site: www.michianabrits.com. 
 
 
 
Genera l  Meet ing  a t  Edw ard Chr ist ian  Din ing – May 20, 2010. 
This was a good turn out of 20 members for this meeting on a pleasant evening in Breman, Indiana.  The 
restaurant was comfortable, food was good and no doubt we will have another meeting here in the not to 
distant future.    
 
Larry ran the meeting, and the minutes are as follows: 
 

www.michianabrits.com
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·  Monthly Financial Report: The Club’s $ 2,500.00 CD matured on 05/07/10 and was deposited into 
the Clubs bank account , with a new balance of $ 2,830.00.  This account balance is reasonable for 
this period for going into our Car Show on June 27th.       

·  As indicated above we have a new Club membership: Alan and Linda Bigger of South Bend. 
·  More national coverage for our Club!! Larry showed the meeting a copy of the MGB Drivers 

Magazine that included a report on our 2009 Club’s Fall Tour on Route 66. 
·  June 27th Car Show:  

·  To date we have 9 pre car registrations for the show, and 8 for the pre Car Show Dinner at   
            the ‘Legends Restaurant’ , Notre Dame at 6:30 pm on June 26th.   Members wishing to  
            attend, please contact Lar ry or  Maurice. 
·  Volunteer Sheets were passed around the meeting to add the various areas of the Car Show 

they were willing to help 
·  Goody Bags, Window Cards etc. etc are being received and expecting items from Victoria 

British and Moss Motors shortly.  Target, Walmart and local Car Accessory shops are being 
contacted for donations.  Mailers are currently being posted in various businesses.   

·  A new Car Show sign is being prepared by Saint Mary’s College, and a large sign is being 
made that will to be located at the junction of Cleveland Road and 933 a week before the 
Show. 

·  A local TV station will be contacted to record the ‘Give Away’  of Roger Deacons Stag at 
the Show. 

                                            
 

6 :30pm  Dinner on J une 26 t h a t  t he  Legends Rest aurant  on t he   
                                  Not re  Dam e Cam pus 
 
A  Not e About  Park ing for  t h is Event    
 
The Parking Lot is immediately behind (South) of the Legends Restaurant. 
The Parking Lot is only for patrons of the Legends Restaurant. 
A Legends Parking Token (available from your Restaurant server) will be required to exit this Parking Lot. 
                                                   

Ac c essing The Park ing Lot  
Entrance to this lot is by heading North on Eddy Street, beyond Edison Road/Angela Boulevard.  Continue 
through the first stop sign and take your next right into Legends One Way Drive.  Passengers maybe dropped  
off here.  Continue around the building and press the RED button at the first gate to enter the Parking Lot.  
 
Free Parking is permitted anywhere in this lot for Legends patrons, and please observe the handicap and  
loading zones.  Signage illustrate the walkway to the entrance. 
                                         

Ex it ing t he Park ing  Lot  
Exit to the South only (do not enter the Legends One Way Drive). 
Place Token in Receptor, Gate will raise automatically.  
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Car fo r  Sale  
 
A totally restored 1949 MGTC car is up for sale!!  Unfortunately BRITS member, James Axelberg passed  
away in late 2009, and his wife Lou now wishes to sell his car.    
 
 
 

    
 
Contact details: louaxel@hughes.net.  
 
 
 
In every month’s Newsletter, I will include a topic that I hope you will find  
useful in connection with the maintenance and enjoyment of our cars.     
 

So this month the topic is:  Pr epar ing your  c ar  f or  t he Car  Show        
 
O.K. here we go!!!  Washing your car and applying polish or wax is not enough to get any prizes at a car 
show.  You need to take extra steps to impress show judges that your car is in a condition that it was when 
it was originally placed in the showroom for sale.  Therefore, take the time, polish and wax your car to 
ensure the finish is perfect!! 
 
The next step is your wheels and tires. Clean the tires, and suggest using a 3”  wide paintbrush to apply a 
high gloss protectant finish to the tires.  The secret to using a brush is that you can effectively paint the tire 
directly to where the tire meets the wheel rim, than if you spray the finish onto the tire.   
 
The next critical step is to vacuum the interior of your car.  The time spent in this step will benefit the 
appeal of your car to a show judge.  Make sure that even the tiniest piece of lint is picked up around the 
gear shifter and don’t forget under the car seats.  Spray a small amount of Amorall on a cloth and wipe the 
dash top and make use of a Q-Tip in areas that you can see dust like around the stereo control knobs and 
the instrument cluster.  Apply leather protection to the seats and then wipe them down afterwards so they 
do not look greasy!   
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Make sure your windows are cleaned inside and out, and drop the windows half down, so that people can 
see inside.  Don’t forget to pull your license plate off the car and clean behind it. 
 
Take everything out of your trunk except the spare tire and keep your cleaning stuff beside your lawn 
chairs outside the car. 
 
Under the Hood – Have you installed modifications of which you are proud?  If you have, then keep your 
Hood open for all  to see, and, of course, make sure all components are clean.  If no changes have been 
carried out under the Hood and there are dirty and rusty areas - keep your Hood closed!! 
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