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Our Club Ac t iv i t ies fo r  t he  2010 Season                       
                                                                   

   May 15                    Spr ing Dr ive to Wabash County                                                              See Page 5 
 
 June 26          Pre-Car  Show Club Dinner  at the ‘Legends Restaurant’  Notre Dame at 6:30pm 
                                       Members wishing to attend call Larry or Maur ice for  reservations.   
       

June 27           23rd Annual M ichiana British Car Show at Saint Mary’s College, South Bend.                                        
 

   July 25         18th  Annual Michiana Brits Tea at the Vicarage at Howe, Indiana. 
               
  
Sept 23 - 26.         Fall Tour to Switzer land County, Indiana                                                     Details to follow 
 
 
 

Ot her  Club/Organ iza t ions Ac t iv i t ies fo r  t he  2010 Season       
 
 May 15 &  16         John Twist of University Motors, L td. Technical Seminar at W &  G Motorworks 

                                   18009 Parnell Ave., Homewood. IL                                               See details on Page 6.                                         
 
      June 6          “ The Br itish Retur n to Fort Meigs”  Br itish Car and Bike Show. 

                         Located at the Fort Meigs Historical Site, Route 65, Perrysburg, Ohio.  
                        Contact: Tony Shoviak. Phone: 419-878-2041. Email:Tenntony@worldnet.att.net.                         
 
 July 10 -11            The Mad Dogs &  Englishman British Auto Fair  XX     (Featured Marque is the Jaguar) 
                                  Location: Gilmore Car Museum, Hickory Corners, Michigan 
                                  Show registration applications available at www.maddogsandenglisman.org.  

          
  July 23, 24 &  25        Wabash Valley Spit Together 

                                                         More details on this Clubs event: http://www.wvbscc.org/nass/wvst/ 
 
September 11           Lemon Creek Br itish Car Open Field Day 
                                   Berrien Springs, MI                                                                             Details to follow 
 
October  2                 Nor thern I ndiana Lakes British Car Club 4th Annual “ Fall Out”  Car Show 
                                  Village at Winona, Winona Lake, Indiana.                                          Details to follow 
 

Club’s  Web Si t e    -   www.michianabr its.com.                                                    
                                                                                     
Mem ber ship  Dues – M ic h iana  Br i t s  Annua l  Mem ber s  
 
The Michiana Brits, Ltd. British Car Enthusiasts membership dues for Annual Members is $25.00.  
Michiana Brits Annual Members, who are also NAMGBR members, their membership dues will be $15.00.   
 
All dues are payable by March 31st each year  and should be sent to Kai Shepherd our V.P.of Membership  
at 59281 High Point Dr., South Bend, IN 46614 or passed to Kai at any Club meeting prior to March 31st.    

www.maddogsandenglisman.org
http://www.wvbscc.org/nass/wvst/
www.michianabrits.com
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Mem ber ship  Dues – NAMGBR Mem bers  
 
As a Chapter of NAMGBR, the Michiana Brits encourage all of our members who own a MGB, MGBGT, 
Midget, or MG1100/1300 to seriously consider joining the North American MGB Register. We think you 
will find being a member of the "Register" will be interesting and beneficial to you as well as to our club. 
     
Members are advised that all Michiana Brits activities are covered by the North American MGB Register  
general liability policy, as long as there are at least eight of our club members that are paid-up NAMGBR  
members.    
 
Current NAMGBR members are reminded to renew their annual membership dues of the NAMGBR on the 
anniversary month when you originally joined the NAMGBR.  This information is pr inted on the left hand 
corner  of the address label of the NAMBR magazine that is mailed to you.  If in doubt on this information, 
contact Bob Kerstetter, our club’s NAMGBR liaison contact, who has your anniversary month that you 
originally joined the NAMGBR.   
 
‘Br i t ish Marque’ Car  Club  New s 
 
 If you are not receiving this publication, please advise Kai Shepherd at (574) 233-6967. 
 
New slet t er  Subm iss ions   
 
This is the Newsletter of the Michiana Brits, Ltd., Car Club and is distributed to all paid Annual Members as  
part of their dues.  If you would like to submit articles for publication, that are most welcome, the deadline is  
the 25th of each month.   Send all correspondence, (electronic submissions are preferable), to the Newsletter  
Editor , at maurice116@att.net or bring it to a General Meeting.    
 
Material is subject to editorial revision and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily  
reflect those of the © 2010 Michiana Brits, Ltd., British Car Enthusiasts. 
 

Who Can Nam e Th is Car? 
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Ac t iv i t ies  Report s  
 

Board Meet ing  Minut es – May 4 , 2010 
The items reported on this meeting were as follows: 
 

·  Monthly Financial Report: 
               The Club’s bank balance is:    $  244.52.   
               The Club’s CD matured with a balance of $ 2,528.00.  This amount will be held until after the   
               June Car Show and after the Car Show expenses have been paid. 

·    PJ has updated the Teepees, which are now available for the Car Show. 
·    We have received goodie bags from The Roadster Factory, and await items from Victoria British    
        and Moss.  We have received a few Door Prizes, with more to follow. 
·  PJ will be contacting local vendors for support of the Car Show. 
·  Since last year’s sign placed at the entrance to St Mary’s College was considered inadequate, 

Larry will make available a large advertising sign that will be placed at the junction of Cleveland 
Road and R31 a week before the Show  – we hope the sign will not be removed!! 

·  The lapel pins have arrived. 
·  The dates of the Fall Tour to Switzerland County, Indiana have been confirmed to be September 

23-26th. 
·  It was recommended that members, if possible, should attend the General Meeting/Dinner on 

June 10 to firm up arrangements, for example, volunteers etc. for the Car Show. 
 
 
Genera l  Meet ing  a t  t he Tec h Session – Apr i l  24 , 2010. 
20 turned up for this session on a dull wet day and only Larry braved the weather and turned up in his MG. 
Chuck Knight’s MGB was in Roger’s garage with a new rewiring loom being installed and, of course, 
Roger with others working on Uncle Andy’s Stag.  Ruth was cooking up a storm and the wives watched 
her!!  We all sat down for the Pot Luck Lunch at 12:30pm.  Here are a few photos of the Session:   
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Larry ran the meeting, and the minutes are as follows: 
 

·  Monthly Financial Report: 
               The Clubs Bank Balance is:    $  70.00 with $ 100.00 checks in hand.   
               The Club has a $ 2,500.00 CD (With an Interest Rate of 1.5%) with a Maturity Date of 05/07/10.     
 

·  The annual Club IRS and Indiana Dept. of Revenue filing has been filed.   
·  Club Name Badges that were ordered are now available.  Please contact Larry as to how they may 

be collected.   
·  June 27th Car Show:   

The 2010 Car Show Mailers are now available.     
 
Car Show Publicity notices have been sent to various publications and Brits Car area clubs. 
 
PJ is now finishing up the new Car Show Class Cards for the teepees. 
 
The club was contacted, that a Rolls Royce car may be available to show at our Car Show. 
 
Members are advised that we will again have a club dinner at the ‘Legends Restaurant’ , at 
Notre Dame at 6:30 pm on June 26th, the same location as last year.  Members wishing to 
attend, please contact Lar ry or  Maurice. 

·  The Club’s Spring Drive will be on May 15th and will be to Wabash County, Indiana.  The   
      Drive will be on back roads, take in a few covered bridges and lunch.  More details on Page 5.  . 

  
 

Spr ing Dr ive  t o Wabash Count y – May 15 t h.             
 
This Drive will be led by Keith Wishmeier and start with an 8:00 am breakfast at the Hilltop Restaurant in 
Lakeville on the 31S, and we plan to leave the restaurant at 9:00 am with a full stomach.  The Drive will be 
approximately 180 miles and will take about 5 ½ hours with a lunch break in North Manchester en route.  
The route will take in the following places: 
 



                                                                                                                                                     Page 6 of 10 

Lake of the Woods, Bourbon, Tippecanoe, Rochester, Roann (covered bridge and Stockdale Mill on the 
river), Wabash (Paradise Spring Riverwalk), Lagro (Hanging Rock and the Wabash-Erie Canal Kerr Lock), 
North Manchester (covered bridge, lunch, craft sewing and antique shopping), Pierceton (craft and antique 
shopping), Syracuse (stop at the Gazebo underground tavern for brews, pop, snacks). 
 
Keith will have prepared maps and a ‘points of interest’  pamphlet to pass out to drivers, and hopes to also 
provide a warm, sunny, dry and blue sky Spring Day’s Drive! 
                                                                       
J ohn Tw ist  o f  Un ivers i t y Mot ors, L t d. Tec hn ic a l  Sem inar  
 
 If you’ve ever thought you’d like to meet John Twist and get an MG education that is second to none, then 
you need to make your reservation early for the weekend of May 15-16 at W & G Motorworks of 
Homewood, IL.   You can attend either or both days – details are below on what will be covered each day.  
“Tuition”  is $100 per person per day, payable in advance.  Lunch will be provided.  To make your 
reservation or ask any questions, call W & G at  
708-752-1701 or Email: wandgmotorparts@att.net          
 
The first day, Saturday May 15, is the "Complete Tune."  All  day?  For sure!  The tune-up breaks into 
four large components: Emissions, Engine, Ignition and Fuel.  Don’t forget this date is also our Club’s 
Spring Drive. 
 
The second day, Sunday May 16, is the "Complete Lubrication and Electrics” .    
 

Tips fo r Your Nex t  Rest orat ion  
 
HAVE A PLAN:  Before you even take your tools out of your toolbox, have a rough idea what the project 
will consist of.  Will it be a full restoration, or just a quick fix to get the car back on the road?  The better 
the initial plan, generally the better the final product. 
 
BE REASONABLE:  Don’t buy off more than you can chew.  Keep your goals realistic.  Should it be a 
ground-up restoration, frame-off, or cosmetic?   
 
BUDGET WISELY:  Create a realistic budget for money, time and the space in your garage – then add in 
a fudge factor, since projects always seem to go overboard. 
 
KEEP SUBASSEMBLIES TOGETHER:  When you start the project, there is always the urge to 
disassemble the entire car, and you finish up with a pile of bits on your workbench – don’ t!  Keep the 
major subassemblies bolted together until you are ready to tackle that part of the project.  You then will not 
forget how the subassemblies go back together again while you spend a few months doing other parts of 
the car. 
 
KNOW THE CATALOGUE:  Before you spend hours, months, years restoring your project, consult 
catalogues for parts that are available.  You may be surprised how often new parts are added to the 
suppliers’ catalogues. 
 
REGULARLY WORK ON THE CAR:  Set a regular schedule for working on your car, as a stalled 
project is a doomed project.  Only work on jobs that can take the time available.  If you get stuck seek help.  
Don’ t let one roadblock stop the entire project. 
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MAKE IT SOCIAL:  Get your friends and family involved.  There are plenty of easy jobs available that 
can make your friends or family show interest; cleaning up the workspace, polishing items, etc.  Even if 
they don’t have an interest in getting their hands dirty, sometimes a little companionship in the garage goes 
a long way.  Remember, family time doesn’ t always have to occur at the kitchen table or in front of the TV. 
 
HAVE A GOAL:  Having a definite deadline can help your project to be completed on schedule. 
 
FINE-TUNE:  Most projects come up a little short because some items are not put back together correctly.  
Leave some time and money in your budget for testing and fine-tuning, either by you or a shop. 
 
                                         
What  is  i t ? – The Answ er  
 
The mystery car that was in our April Newsletter was an Elva MkIII Sports Racer Car, that is currently 
under restoration by Stan Mason, a well known international leading expert on Elva Mk.II and Mk.III 
Sports Racers, and we are fortunate to have Stan as a member of our Club.  Stan has provided the 
following introduction of the why and what on his car:   
 
“ I think when I was around 8 years old (1958) I started focusing on Sports Cars and Sports Car Racing by 
spending my meager lawn mowing income on Sports Car Graphic and Road and Track Magazines.  I was 
really fascinated by the Sports Racers (light weight purpose built and designed streamline race cars) such 
as Testa Rossa Ferraris, D-Type Jaguars & Birdcage Maseratis.  These cars to me are still the most 
beautiful exciting Sports Cars that have ever existed.  I often thought maybe I can own one of these.  As we 
all know these cars are now multi-million dollar collector cars and totally unobtainable from a still meager 
income guy like myself.  I did not realize at the time that these larger bore around 3000cc Sports Racers 
were just one class of Sports Racers and at the age of 20 I became aware that there were other Sports 
Racers with smaller displacements engines like 1500cc or less. Some of these cars were Lotus 11, Lola 
MkI, Coopers & of course Elva. During this same time I met a new friend who had some partially 
assembled Elva Sports Racers.  These front engine 1955 through 1960 cars started off as alloy streamline 
hand built with an English wheel bodied cars and then evolved into fiberglass bodies to reduce overall cost.  
1958 was the last year that Elva would produce alloy bodies.  These Sports Racers were usually powered 
by Coventry Climax Aluminum 1100cc Overhead Cam Engines (rare for the time) and DeDion rear axles 
(transition from straight axle to independent rear suspension) with the curb weight of only 1000 lbs. or less.  
1960 finds most of these Sports Racers moving to mid ship engines following Coopers success. 
 
I bought a 1957 Elva MkII Sports Racers from this friend when I was 20.  It had several components 
missing Engine and rear DeDion suspension being the most important.  After several years of not doing 
anything with it and not sure of how to get parts I sold it back to him.  In my 30s I started Vintage Sports 
Car Racing my Bug Eye Sprite while working in upstate New York.  I went to a couple of my first Vintage 
Sports Car Races at Lime Rock Raceway in Connecticut where I saw more smaller displacement Sports 
Racers that others were restoring and racing.  This really got me excited and I re-contacted my friend to 
buy back the Elva MkII.  He informed me that he was not interested in selling it but, was aware of an Elva 
MkIII Sports Racer that was a basket case in Connecticut that was for sale.  This is the car I purchased and 
am in the process of restoring.  These purpose built Sports Racers were some what expensive at $5,800 in 
1958 when a Corvette could be purchased for around $3500.  This Elva 1958 MkIII S/N 100/65 was built 
in Bexhill England and is one of 15 made.  There are only 12 known to exist today.  I have established 
myself as one of the leading experts on Elva MkIIs and IIIs in the world through documenting racing 
history and research through libraries, old sports car magazine and the Internet.  I have been happy to assist 
owners all over the world (Germany, England, South Africa, etc.) and connect some of their cars to it’s 
original history while researching my own car as well.  Race cars are some what traceable since they 
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appear in race programs and are well photographed.  The real difficulty comes when they change hands 
and are repainted and modified, which is common on race cars.  My goal with this car is to have it 
completed & drivable for the September Vintage Sports Car Races at Road America / Elkhart Lake 
Wisconsin 55th Elva Reunion.  I am recovering from Hip Surgery at the moment, but expect to get started 
first of May.  I will provide a monthly update of my progress. 
 

                                                 
           
The photo above that Maurice uncovered is another MkIII serial Number 100/53 that has just been restored 
and resides at the new Bexhill Museum.  The original panel beaters built this body like it was formed in 
1958.  Because these bodies were all hand made they have some slight variation, which also allows for 
traceability i f you know where to look”  
 
Stan Mason 
 
  
STAGMANS TECH TIPS 
(Article submitted by Roger Deacon (Stagman) 
 
 When starting a British Car with a manual choke try pressing the throttle all of the way to the floor this 
will make it easier to pull the choke cable out. 
 
If you break your windshield where do you go to get it fixed? I called my local Harman Auto Glass 
company that I have used for years and was greeted with The Glass Doctor. Right then and there I know 
this wasn't going to be good. Told the receptionist what I needed and she told me they don't do zipper 
windows anymore as the kids they hire now don't know how BUT! i f I would call the Goshen office there 
was an elderly man there that could do it. 
 
I call the Goshen office and am told he had retired HELP! They gave me his cell number and said that he 
was working out of his home. I call him 
and he says that he can do it. He drives up and looks at the window and says he has never done one like 
mine. We go to the woods and look at the Stags there and he says lets give it a try. I now have a windshield 
in Uncle Andy's Stag. 
 
Here is his number i f any one has needs of his services. 
Eldie Zonk Cell 574-202-0482 The Glass Doctor Goshen 574-534-2602. 
 
If you need anything power coated there is a firm in Elkhart that my 
neighbor and his friends all use restoring there Detroit iron. They  
tell me it is cheaper and better than the shop in Granger. 
Smartt Innovations, Inc 
45160 Adams Street    574-266-5432 
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Elkhart, IN 46514     574-266-3421 
 
My next restoration car that I restore I'll soda blast it. 
I watched my neighbor do it to his 1960 corvette. It doesn't shred the fiber glass body like sand blasting 
and bead blasting would. 
The man is from Sturgis Michigan and he comes to your house to soda blast. It is environmentally safe. He 
charges $150.00 per hour. What I witnessed it was worth every penny. It will also take light rust off. 
Anything heavy it will have to be spot sand blasted. 
 
BARNEY'S SODA BLASTING 
66851 N. BIG HILL RD    269-358-0589 
STURGIS, MI 49091       269-358-0589 
 
www.barneyssodablasting.com 
 
 
  
 

                                                            How’s your Brakes! 
 
In every month’s Newsletter, I will include a topic that I hope you will find  
useful in connection with the maintenance and enjoyment of our cars.     
 

So this month the topic is: I nstalling an Electr ic Fuel Pump                   
   
 

I ntroduction 
A modern, electric fuel pump can be a worthwhile addition to any older car intended to be a "driver," as 
opposed to a show car. Compared to original-equipment mechanical pumps, electric fuel pumps are more 
reliable, can provide greater flow at more uniform pressure and they are less susceptible to vapor lock. 
Mechanical pumps rely on a flexible diaphragm to pump gasoline, and if this diaphragm splits, gasoline 
has a direct path into the sump, where it dilutes the engine oil. If this happens, and the engine oil isn't 
changed when the fuel pump is fixed or replaced, engine failure could result. Since electric fuel pumps are 
installed outside the engine, electric pumps entail no such risk.  
  

I nstallation 
The manufacturer should provide detailed instructions for locating and installing the pump. These should 
be followed religiously, even if they are a bit puzzling. Facet, for example, recommends mounting the 
pump near the tank, at a 45-degree angle. The reason for the 45-degree angle is not clear, but the 
recommendation that the pump be near the tank is standard. Most electric fuel pumps work better with the 
flow resistance at the output, not at the input.  

www.barneyssodablasting.com
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The electrical wiring should be protected from road damage, should be mounted so it does not chafe and 
possibly short circuit, and definitely should be fused. Again, the manufacturer should specify the pump 
current. Most pumps require only a couple of amps of current; if so, a 5-amp fuse should be fine. The 
pump should, of course, be wired into the switched power so the pump is on only when the ignition is on.  
 

Safety Hazards 
Electric fuel pumps create a potential safety problem. The concern is that, in an accident, the fuel system 
may be damaged but the pump may continue to run. Since the driver may be incapacitated, he may be 
unable to turn off the ignition. Then, the pump could continue to pump fuel onto a hot engine, creating a 
fire hazard.  
 
An oil-pressure switch in series with the pump prevents this possibility. Such a switch turns on only when 
the oil pressure is above some value, so the pump runs only when the engine does. This is fine for safety, 
but it can introduce a practical problem: if the carburetor float bowls run dry (e.g., i f the car sits for a long 
time) the pump will not turn on and fill  the bowls unless the car is running. But without fuel in the bowls, 
you can't get it to run. The solution, in this case, might be the installation of an override switch.  
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